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My research is about internationalization
of education at universities in Japan.
Responding to globalization, universities
around the world are making efforts to
internationalize. The Japanese government
aims to increase the number of foreign
students in Japan to 300,000 by 2020,
and Prime Minister Abe has called for
Japanese universities to employ 1,500

new foreign professors.

The aim of internationalization is to
attract bright international talent to
Japan to boost the economy, and also
to develop Japanese students as so-
called “global jinzai (7 8—/NJLA#t)”.
With this shift, concepts such as ‘critical
thinking’,‘active learning’, or “ikiru-chikara
(%3 7%)” have become buzzwords
around Japanese education, yet their
meaning is sometimes unclear. In particular,
I’'m interested in the understanding of
critical thinking in this context, and
approaches to promote it at Japanese

universities.
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